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tu-n to the records of the county courts of Bernalillo County, Sando- 
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county. The records of the Territorial Supreme Court, the United States 
District Court, the Circuit Court of appeals and in over a half-dozen 
cases the United States Supreme Court, contain important additions to the 
history of the land situation among the pueblos. 
After a year and a half of this proceedure we are just hdf 
finished. Under the title, The Pueblo Indlan 
Land Grants of the "Rio 
Abaov" 
New Mexico, an attempt had been made to portray the develop- 
ment of the land policy of Spain, Mexico and the United States, The hbs- 
torical development of the pueblos of the Rio Grande valley is far from 
the dry treatise one might expect after reading abstracts of title and 
musty old records. The story is full of life and interesting incident2l Take the-pueblo of Laguna for example. The Lagunas for many years based 
their claim to the pueblo land grant upon a document dated 1698 and 
signed by governor Domegno Jironza Petriz de Cruzate. This document 
proved to be a bombshell when closely studied. First, dthough we knew 
Laguna was not founded until 1699, the document is dated 16891 Secondly, 
the signatures of the governor, secretary of war and other officials are 
P11 in the same handwriting, although an attempt was made to vary the 
-riting. Thirdly, almost an entire paragraph was "lifted" word 6or 
-Tord from Antonio B arreiro's Ojeada sobre Nuevo Mejico, printed in 1832- 
-ourthly, the writer of the document misspelled the name of the Governoer 
a?cretaryof war, makint it "'Guitara"', instead of "Guivara". This bit -of 
..: ctive wurk soon led to the challenging of the other 1689 land grants 
.i'ven 
to ten other pueblos. e Cr-;~ 
